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T
ypes of PFD

s 
O

ff-Shore L
ife Jacket (fype I PFD

) 
This type oflifejacket provides the m

ost buoy-
ancy. They are designed to tum

 m
ost uncon-

scious w
earers in the w

ater to a face-up posi-
tion. 
N

ear-Shore B
uoyant V

est (fype II PFD
) 

Intended for calm
, inland w

ater. This type of 
jacket w

ill turn som
e users over, but not relia-

bly. 
Flotation A

id (fype III PFD
) 

G
ood for calm

, inland w
ater. These are de-

signed for special recreational activities such 
as w

ater skiing, but they lack any turning abil-
ity. 
T

hrow
able D

evices (fype IV
 PFD

) 
D

esigned to be throw
n to a person in the w

a-
ter, and grasped and held until rescued. These 
devices are not intended to be w

orn. 
Inflatable PFD

s 
The U

SCG
 is now

 approving fully inflatable 
PFD

s . W
hile they are com

fortable and light-
w

eight, they are not suitable for non-
sw

im
m

ers, w
aterskiers, youths under the age 

of 16 and riders of personal w
atercraft. 
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Personal Flotation D
evices 

Every pleasure vessel including 
canoes, kayaks and row

boats operat-
ed upon the w

aters ofN
Y

S m
ust 

have on board one U.S. Coast G
uard 

approved w
earable PFD

 for each per-
son on the vessel. In addition, vessels 
16 feet and greater in length m

ust al-
so carry a type IV

 throw
able PFD. #-41 
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A

ll PFD
s carried on board your vessel 

m
ust be serviceable, readily accessi-

ble, and of the appropriate size for the 
w

earer. A
 serviceable PFD

 m
ust be 

free of rot, tears, punctures, or w
ater-

logging. A
ll straps and buckles m

ust 
be attached and fully functional. 
Readily accessible m

eans that the 
PFD

 m
ust be quickly reachable in an 

em
ergency situation. 

NYS Parks &
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Albany, NY 12238 
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F
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N
ew

 Y
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Andrew
 M

. C
uom

o, G
overnor 

State of N
ew

 Y
ork 

R
ose H

arvey, C
om

m
issioner 

O
ffice of Parks, R

ecreation &
 H

istoric Preservation 



Y
ouths U

nder 12 
A

ny youth under the age of 12 on 
boats 65 feet or less in length m

ust 
, 

w
ear a securely fastened U

.S. C
oast 

G
uard approved personal floatation 

device of appropriate size. 
It does 

not apply if the youth is in a full en-
closed cabin. 
N

Y
S N

av. Law
 Section 40.l(d). 

PW
C

 R
iders 

A
nyone riding on a personal 

w
atercraft m

ust be w
earing a 

securely fastened U
.S. C

oast G
uard 

approved personal flotation device. 
Type III jackets w

ith a high im
pact 

rating are recom
m

ended for this 
activity. 
N

Y
S N

av. L
aw

 Section 73-a.1. 

Persons B
eing T

ow
ed 

A
nyone tow

ed behind a vessel m
ust 

w
ear a securely fastened U

.S. C
oast 

G
uard approved personal floatation 

device. 
This includes being tow

ed 
on w

ater skis, tubes, sails or sim
ilar 

devices. It does not include people 
to w

hom
 assistance is being given. 

N
Y

S N
av. L

aw
 Section 73.3. 

L
U

 
'-

' 
,-..._; 

'-.: 

W
ho SH

O
U

L
D

 W
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The best option is to alw
ays w

ear a life-
jacket, how

ever the sm
art boater w

ill w
ear 

, 
one w

hen there is a chance of: 
• 

H
igh B

oat Traffic 
• 

Severe W
eather 

• 
C

old W
ater 

• 
D

angerous W
ater C

onditions 
• 

B
oating O

ff-Shore 
• 

O
perating A

t N
ight 

• 
Poor Sw

im
m

ing Skills 
• 

R
escue or A

ssistance is U
nlikely 

A
nyone underw

ay in a boat less than 
21 feet in length anytim

e betw
een 

N
ovem

ber 1 and M
ay 1 m

ust w
ear a 

securely fastened life jacket. This in-
cludes canoes, kayaks, row

boats and 
m

otorboats C
om

m
ercial vessels are 

exem
pt. 

N
Y

S N
av. L

aw
 Section 40.l(e). 
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